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As private golf clubs across the region continue to look for
innovative ways to drive more members to their doors,
offering expanded amenities and services as an enticement for
membership, there remain a few, exclusive courses that have

the clout and allure to remain true to one, solid concept: great, one-of-
a-kind golf.

At The Ridge at Back Brook, the ultra-private Tom Fazio-designed
layout in Ringoes, New Jersey, owner Joel Moore remains committed to
the it’s-all-about-the-golf concept. To be sure, The Ridge does offer an
expansive clubhouse, great cuisine and service you would expect of any
upscale private course. However, in Moore’s eyes, this masterpiece is
painted across terrain on a piece of land that cries perfection for any
player seeking that ultimate golf experience.

“Based on our
strategic plan to provide
our members and guests
the best possible golf
course and practice
facilities and experience
at The Ridge,  I strongly
believe that it is
important to
continually improve the
golf course and related
facilities,” said Moore.
“The course is now
entering its 17th year
and if we want it to
remain a favorite of
many, we not only have
to continue to provide
daily championship
conditions, but it is
necessary that we
continue to enhance
them as well.

“Our superintendent
has a mandate to
provide the best
possible tournament
conditions on a daily
basis,” Moore
continued. “These are
the reasons and items that separate The Ridge from other private clubs
and allow us to deliver what we call “The Ridge Experience.”

Moore’s commitment to the ideal golf experience is reflected in
constant updates to what is one of Fazio’s most unique designs
throughout the world, thanks in part to land that is intersected by a
huge ridge that literally spans the entire course and provides the
backdrop for some substantial elevation changes.

 – G.N. Covella
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PERFECTING THE RIDGE
One of GolfStyles’ annual must-play selections, The
Ridge boasts these improvements in recent years:

z Construction of a 35,000-square-foot 18-hole

putting course.

z New tee boxes on holes Nos. 3, 4, 11, and 12

to provide more options for players and create

different elevations and lines of play that 

make the holes different from day-to-day.

z A renovated short-game area located 

adjacent to the driving range, comprised of 

two totally separate greens – one for bunker 

practice and the other a 360-degree 

chipping area and green. A fairway bunker

was added to the driving range.

z The addition of two ponds on No. 9, one of 

the ponds being greenside, which also 

included the expansion of the green with a

new boulder wall.

z An expanded green on the par-3, 12th by building 

a new boulder wall on the right side of the green.

z An expanded green on the par-3 second hole.

z Renovations to the clubhouse, which included

replacing all flooring on the upper level

of the clubhouse.
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THE RIDGE AT BACK BROOK
Ringoes, New Jersey

Back in the mid 1990s, Princeton accountant
Joel Moore set his sights on a piece of
unique land in Ringoes, New Jersey, as a

possible location for an ultra-private golf course.
The large tract of land provided a unique
challenge with a large ridge cutting across a large
swath of the flowing terrain. In setting his sights
sky high, Moore sought out the architectural
genius of Tom Fazio to design what
he hoped would become one of the
great private courses of the world.

The team of Fazio and Moore did
not disappoint.

Since opening its doors in 2002, The Ridge at
Back Brook has consistently been mentioned as

one of the great modern courses in the
world and one of Fazio’s greatest
achievements. Indeed, a GolfStyles poll
of golfers across New Jersey put Moore’s
course number two among all layouts
in the state, behind only Pine Valley,
the hallowed and perennial top-rated
course in the world.

“Golfers will be shocked by the
natural beauty and drama of The Ridge
At Back Brook,” said Fazio. “The “wow”
factor will be redundant here. Just when
you think you’ve played the best nine
holes you’ve ever played, you step up to
No. 10 tee and it starts all over again.”

For Moore, The Ridge at Back Brook
is not just a golf facility, but a statement
that appeals to the golf purists. Build it
and they will come.

Since opening, Moore – with Fazio’s blessing –
has always looked for ways to improve what is
already a tremendous design. Over the years,
ownership has allowed the course to evolve to
meet the needs of the golf connoisseur who is
always seeking that special experience. In
response, Moore has improved various aspects of
the course, expanded and improved an expansive
practice area and has ensured that conditions
remain perfect for those individuals – members
and guests – who are looking for private golf at its
best. n

THE RIDGE AT BACK BROOK
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